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In Defence of | 
Womens Reading the Holy Scri ptures 


AND 


Singing of PSAL MS. 


inſt the CoxsTITVUTION of Us 
aßen of CR 1713. which Con. 
demns the New + rm -. with Moral 
Reflections. Publiſh'd FE Father Rom. 


in France. 


Tranſlated from the Edition Printed a at 
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Firaw a Lady at Paris i 0 LY 
POPE; in 
Womens Reading the Hot? 
ScrIPTURES, and Sig. 
"_ of Pearus, &c. 
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Uu Holy Farber” aud 4 
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-LTroven St. Pat: or⸗ 
dain'd, That N umnen 
5 Keep Slende in the.C 

E 6 I cannot believe that 1 
F fl i y the Apoſtle, * Tcaft 


er my 


Wy the n 


45 
my ſelf at the Feet of your Hol- 
neſs, and addreſs my {elf to you 
in the very fame Terms. that pru- 
dent Abigail did heretofore addreſs - 
her ſelf to the 2 hs David: Up- 
on me, my Lord, upon me let 15 
Fault be: and let th Hand nid, 


I pray thee, |, ak in 7 5 Audience j | 
„ the 22 of thine Hand- 


maid : For you are the common 


Father of the Faithful, and equally | 
bound in PAR both to Mice and j 
Fooliſh. . 


Ta E Buy Sik en A 


New Teſtament, publiſhed by Fa- 


ther Que ſnel, cauſes ſo great Perplexs- | 
ty in tis Kingdom, and 0p all 


among thoſe of my Sex; that I 

{wade my ſelf y Nu ge 
it amiſs, if | ould ueſt of you 
T — ro- 


po on, 


WA 7 
poſitions, - which puzzle me ex- 
treamly. The firſt is the LXXXII. 
which, tranſlated, reads thus, "Ts 
an Illuſion to per ſwade Per ſons, that 
the Kuruledie of Religion ought not 
to be communicated to PVomen; for 
the Abuſe of the boly Scriptures has 
not ariſen from the Simplicity of Wo- 
men, but from the proud Barth 
of Men : and hence baue ſprung the 
ere ien. I will take but the half 
of the Propoſition at firſt, and de- 
fire you, moſt Holy Father, to tell 
me, if it was not to'a Woman of 
Samaria, that JesUsCuRIsT ex- 
plain'd the profound ' Myſtery ' of 
race? If it was not Mary the Si- 
ſter of Martha who ſate at the Feet 
of IEsus, where ſhe heard the 
Words of Truth? If the gteat My. 
ſtery of the Reſurrection was not 
firſt declared to Mary w.. 
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others? Finally, as not 1 
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And ifit v was not "uk Who, by the 
very order of IS SCHRIST,de- 
clared it to thoſe who in proceſs of 


time preach d it to all the World? 


If the Epiſtles of St. Paul, ſo diffi- d 
cult, in the Judgment of St. Peter, 
to be underſtood, were only for 
Men, wherefore then does. he or- 
775 that they be read before all the 

World ? Wherefare does he make 


ſo . — mention of Women, of 


Priſcilla, of Marys, and of many 


od Diſciple writ. one of his Canoni- 
cal Epiſtles to the Ele Lady? 
Wha ſhall, 1 


15 Way, moſt Holy 
Father, of St. Thecle, that worthy 
Dip of St. Paul, with ers 
12 other Treaſure Was faund after 
ber Death, by but a WH voden Spoon, | 
Lis of the, Apoſtles, 2; What of 
8 — eee 0 the Ro- 
5 nA : 
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0 de 0 8 who 


Bd me. ˙»-»ü dd Ad Ron tc tytDtaÞd..izqaA\MYm- co; i ZE ES 29. 
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van Ae bore the 21 
Ixsus CA RIST upan her 
the Myſtick Seal of Which 8 
. and Who paſs) 
Nights 9 =, 7 
an be ſaid of Paula © 2 


e this Holy De 0 


In ß hat m 15 
neg What Ds 
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He 


7 8) 
which are ſtrong? Was it not De- 
Borab, who ſate under A Pal-Tree, 


that Judged ſo long and ſo wiſely 


the Children of © Iſrael; and, being 


armed with the Sword of the Lord, 


deſtroy'd the Enemies of his Names 


Was it not Hulda that propheſied 


of the great Calamities Which were 
to befal the holy City and Nation? 
Was it not Judith, who, by oppo- 
ſing the Prie ſts „ brought} onour 
to Iſrael? Was it not the Widow 


of Serepta who nouriſh'd the Lord's 
. Prophets ? Add to all theſe glort- 


ous Examples that of * the pious 


Widow, Whoſe Charity our Lord 


extoll'd; and that off the Food 
Woman, 1 whom our Saviour 
e ſo. foe an Encomium : 
Alſo the nah Women that Fol- 


Jod him in his Mifnons, and 
were e more Eajthful' to him ufito 


7 
5. 1 


Death, 


Death, nd bit Diſcip les, 00 St! 
Peter himſelf: to eſe? add the 
Ky. 0g of: St. Philip, ſo full of 
the Spirit of God, 8 2 abundance 
of alen that = Holy Scripture: 
ſpeaks oe Now tis the Reading 
of K cheſe Facts, ſo, glorious. to- Re- 
ligion, and ſo Edifying to the 
Faithful, that you forbid. a Sex, 
which the Church after St. 1 
has term'd Devaut. According to 
what Model muſt we then here- 
after ſquare and conduct our Lives? 
If. Cbriſtian Mothers, muſt fave. - 


el | 
1 Children: If faithful Wo- : 
men muſt ſanctifie their unfaithful 
2 if they ate to, Love 
m, and to endeavour to leaſe 
them, to avoid Luxury and 
* to adorn themſelyes with Mor, 


fy and Shamefacednels, as did 
2 the 


ani: 


dt Wives:bf"the Anclent Parte 


Hor r SoxreTURESR Where 


(10 


arobs; where: can we better find 
the neceſſary Inſtruttions to per- 
form all thoſe" Duties, than in the 


is it that Cbriſtian Virgins, that 
rich Portion of the Flock of IR. 
sus CuAIsT, who ate to rely! 
wholly upon bim; and Suful No 
men, who are to drewn their Ini 
vity in their Tears; where is it, 
-fay, that both of: them are is 
find the neceſſary Helps better than 
in the Hoi r SexzyTvREs+ 1 
bove all, if they haveithe Unha pp” 
neſs to fill int the Hands of 'Di- 
rectors, who ſeek only their = 
vate Intereſtj ot to Ber Preachers, 


who but 000 often Preach in "the' 
manner whiCch'ts mentioned in un- 
other Propoſition, condemned iy 
Wo Te hem then 

muſt 


the faid . 
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de 
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muſt your Ser vants have recourſe; . 


if you take from them the Bread 
of Life and Hielligenoe, *wvthiut 
which ibe Soul- of the Faithful van 
no more” ſubſiſt, as ſays the Pious 
Author of The Dnitation of IR SUsS 
Cn RIS, than without the Living 
Bread which cites dvds: ont of Hea- 
ven? Once more] ask, unto what 
ſhall they have Recourſe; to 


Dreams, or to Viſions? The i Ty 


ſuys the Prophet, baue told 
Fables, bis nothing,” O my God, a * 
fracbes fn tby Hily L 4 In. e007 
ADaUNOOL 2: deem: zr 
I can cthorcover | alfiied "you! in 
all Truth, moſt Holy Father; that 
the Pibus Women Franc are as 
much ſurpriſed; and ſtruck with 
this Deines i! 18 your Holineſs 
would beg if, 
lomticbody® — - hai you' of | 


the 
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-whidh-i 1s impoſſible; 7 
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(2) 
. the Reading of Saint Gregory, and 
of Saint Leo, and of all the other 


Writings of the: Holy POP ES, 
whoſe Place you now hold u 2 

Earth, and with whom you all 
be one Day, if it pleaſes God, afſos | 
ciated i in Wannen | 


I come now to the other half 
of the Propoſition, Tis not from 
the Simplicity in Women, &c. 1 
am not ſo — 20h, as preſently 
to charge a Propoſition with Fall- 
hood, the Underſtanding of which 
depends upon an entire Knowledge 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory: on the 
contrary, calling to Mind that the 
Woman was firſt deceiv'd, I can- 
not ſufficiently diſtruſt and fear 
my own Weakneſs; eſpeciall 
when I Reflect, how that Hhail- 
ard carried —_— Heloiſe, aa 
g | that 


S 


though I am botn in a Time, and 


fition that ſpeaks but à very li 


, 
that Luther carried away à Reli - 
gious Woman; whom he called 
his Spouſe of the Canticles; and 
that Montanus, and many other 
Hereticks, have drawn after them 
Women laden with Iniquity. 


Bor truly to be inform'd if e- 
ver any Woman directly of her 
ſelf, has broach'd any Error, is a 
Fact, that without any Difficulty, 
J dare appeal to your | Holineſs, 


in a Country where we are often, 


| — our Wills, -oblig'd' to doubt 


of every thing which is not ſup- 
ported by the NORD f Gon, 
and upon the Tradition of the 
Church. But what ſurpriſes me 
moſt, is, That you, moſt Holy 
Father, have condemn'd a Propo- 
ttle 
in 
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are in the World ſo many Libe 


with Calumny, with Blaſphemy 


able Weiten 3 FENTTA LCA Boe 


is the XCVI. in the Gelben, 


take from the Simple the Conſola- | 
tion of joining their Voice: with that 


| Intention of GOD. 17.4 


(cu) 


in Favour of ohr Sex, au ther 


which fall upon us with the maſt 
bitter dee with N 


and with Cuſts. Oh, that your 
Zeal would one Day riſe up a- 
gainſt ſuch 1 ach deteſt- 


Tbs! ſecond, Propokition, 


I 0 


gives me no leſs Uneaſineſs. 70 


of tbe Church, +5 @ thing contrary 
to #he Practice of tbe _— * 


Alas! Moſt Holy e "what 


did Saint Pan intend, When he 


* us to Edifie am 5 


54 
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bens © Son Sie. ES. 
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(9) 

with H 20 and Spiritual Sag 
What did Saint James — 9 
when he bid us to Hing auben 
wider Afton? What 0 Faint 
Ambroſe mean, wheb he made the 
People to * in the Church in 
the. Time bf Perſecution? What 
did the - Haftern and Weſter 
Churches mean, when they j 
ed Palms to be Sung by the ab- 
ful of both Sexes, in order to ren- 
der their Offices more ſolemn ? 
With one Daſh of your Pen, moſt 
Holy Father, will you ſtop the 
Mouths of ſo many Pious Souls, 
who. Pmiſe the Lord? Will you 
deſtroy what ſo many Saints have 
perfected? - The Chriſians will 
= then leſs Advantage than the 
Jews, whoſe ſweeteſt Canſolation 
was to Sing the Divine Mercies? 
Wai | oy: 15 Daughters of the 


Church 


. 
Church, no more ſound forth the 
Songs of the Daughters of Sion ? 
no, not the very Magnificat, that 
Excellent and Divine Song of the 
Holy Virgin! We have been in 
France a long time in this Happy 
Poſſeſſion; neither our Prelates, or 
your Predeceſſors have ever blamed 
this holy Practice: ſo that I am 
ready to think, your Holineſs can- 
not have Abundance of Satisfaction 
in this Article, no more than in 
many others in your Conſtitut ion: 
And I fear too that this Spark may 
one Day cauſe a very great Flame. 
The Schiſm of England does but 
too much confirm, that ſometimes 
one pulls up the Wheat, when one 
thinks of rooting out only - the 
Tares. Let therefore your Wiſdom 
put a Stop in good time to every 
thing which may have an * 


mc e . 


«a _. 
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e 
Conſequence: Receive this humble 
Remonſtrance that your Servant 
preſumes to lay before you. Saint 
Jobn Chr:ſofiom did not think it be- 
neath him to receive and follow 
the Advice of a good Woman, in 
an Occafion leſs affecting than this. 
And to inſtance an Example which 
may more nearly concern you, 
was it not Saint Catharine de Siena, 
who cauſed one of your Predeceſ- 
ſors to raiſe the Siege of Avig- 


non? I want a great deal of the 


Merit of that Good Servant of 
the LORD, However I will not 
omit in Concluſion, to addreſs my 
ſelf to your Holineſs in the Words 
of that admirable Woman, whom 
I mentioned in the Beginning. 
(And I wiſh to God that I might 
alſo be heard) The Lord has e- 


ftabliſhed you to be chief of his Peo- 


( 10') 
ple, und 10 defiroy the Enemies uf 
bir Name : take beed therefore that 
10 Evil be found in you all tbe D 
of our Life,” that yu bc wot ae 
with. the I hong b of: having: 
ÞHenocent Blood. So that being Hild 
with W you may never for- 
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The Danger and Folly of Evil Courſes ; } 
Being a Practical Diſcourſe, ſhewing the 
baſe and vile Nature of Sin, and the dread- 
ful Conſequences of it, as well in this 
wm — ie which-is to _ 4 
ſuch effectual Remedies, as, if rightly ap- 
ply'd will prevent it; and N Men 5 = 
a true Love of God and Religion. Part- 
ly extracted from the Writings of Arch 
Bp. Tiltorfon, Arch Bp. Sharpe, Bp. Taylor, 
Bp. Stillingfleet, Bp. Patrick, Dr. Scott, Dr. 
Horneck, Dr. Lacas, Dr. Sherlock; Dr. Stau- 
hope, Mr. Kettlewell, udge Hale, &c. The 
Second Edition with large Additions. B 

Francis Hewerdine, A. M Price 15. 64. 
. rot 5 
A Diſcourſe concerning the Contem- 
plation of Death : Being a Dialogue be- 
_ tween Pheophilos, a Philoſopher, and Phi. 
tokoſmos, a Courtier. Price 1 s. fit to be 
Bound with Sherlock of Death.  _ 1 


Au Printed for Jonas BzowNs, at 
the Black Sway without Temple Bar, 


